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Organized by the South Asasif Conservation

Project, in collaboration with the Ministry of

Tourism and Antiquities and the American

University in Cairo.

Secondary Context Caches Discovered in

Ancient Nubia

Mona Ali Abaddy (MOTA/CFEETK )

Caches are deposits of artefacts that

intentionally hidden from view. This practice

has been documented in Egypt and Nubia since

very long times. In ancient Egypt, there are two

main categories of deposits/caches known from

their special contexts and the rites that

accompanied: The Primary context caches

which were widely studied and under it there

were many subcategories like the Foundation

deposits, Execration deposits, Royal and

Priestly eternal sacred caches, Embalming

caches, Crypts caches, Treasures, and storage

caches.

The other category is called: The secondary

context caches were often discussed in the

Egyptological literature for its artistic value (e.g.

the Favissae of Karnak, Luxor temple and

Barkal), have rarely been interrogated from a

purely archaeological point of view.

This presentation will shed light on the different

types of contexts where these statues were

hidden, in addition to other contexts that
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yielded also the discovery of other artifacts.

Nubia itself witnessed the discovery of several

caches that buried due to many different

reasons (e.g. the statue caches of Tabo, Sai,

Dokki Gel, Barkal, Dangeil, Wad Ben Nagaand

the water sanctuary of Meröe).

In the Egyptological investigation, it is well

attested that sacred caches had the role of

protecting, hiding the artefacts from the

ungodly gaze (e.g. the divine instruments and

statues that consecrated in the temples). Still

invested with its magic character and power,

the unusable or cumbersome religious furniture

had to be preserved from any external intrusion;

the priests of the temple accordingly gathered

the artefacts in an enclosed space. Their burial

was certainly accompanied by liturgical

ceremonies, the exact nature of which escapes

us in the absence of descriptive textual sources.

The archaeological examination of these

specific ensembles should, therefore, tell us

more about the gestures of the buriers and the

associated rites.

Conservation and Reconstruction of the Painted

Ceiling in the Tomb of Karakhamun (TT 223) 

Abdelrzk Mohamed Ali (South Asasif

Conservation Project)

The tomb of Karakhamun (TT 223), re-

discovered by the South Asasif Conservation

Project in 2006 was found collapsed with the
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painted ceiling once above the First and

Second Pillared Halls of the tomb shattered into

hundreds of fragments of various sizes. The

process of the conservation and reconstruction

of the painted ceiling went through several

stages throughout the nineteen years of the

work of the South Asasif Conservation Project:

from the cleaning and consolidation of each

fragment to the search for direct joins between

the fragments and creating panels, to

reinstating them back above the halls of the

tomb. The conservation, building and

engineering teams faced many challenges due

to the special features of the tomb, the process

of its destruction and the condition of the

bedrock in the area. This presentation will

discuss the conservation and construction

methods used in the conservation and

installation of the ceiling, some of which were

invented to meet the special demands of this

complicated project.

Composition of Mud-bricks and Mortar Used in

the Construction of the Superstructures of the

Kushite Tombs of South Asasif

Hassan Mohamed Ali (South Asasif

Conservation Project)

The mortar used in construction of the mud

brick superstructures of the Kushite

monumental tombs of the South Asasif

necropolis is based on tafla. It manifests a

11.11.24, 10:16 Abstracts

https://southasasif.wordpress.com/thebes-in-the-first-millennium-bc-2024-abstracts/ 4/55



departure from the Nile clay mortar widespread

in the New Kingdom. The present research

explores the usage of tafla mortar in the

Theban necropolis to determine the territory

and time periods when it was utilized. This

presentation will examine a possible

interpretation of the usage of tafla mortar in

Kushite tombs as a revival of a Middle Kingdom

building technique. 

Graffiti as a Witness to Karnak Temple Façade’s

Evolution

Ahmed Altaher (CFEETK)

The graffiti in Karnak represents an important

source of the relationship and outlook of

ordinary people towards the temple. In addition

to the most widespread types of graffiti left by

temple employees to leave a lasting memory of

them in that sacred place, graffiti depicting

divine images of gods that were used as

secondary places of worship stands out. This

type of graffiti has spread particularly on

exterior walls and in open courtyards.

It stands out among the graffiti depicting divine

images of gods several of them were carved, on

the north and south walls of Karnak Tribune,

including two groups on the south wall

depicting Osiris, Isis, and Horus, and one on

the north wall depicts Tawret.
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This paper links this graffiti to the

developments that have passed on the façade

of Karnak during the 25th Dynasty trying to

investigate the purposes and location for

adding this graffiti which may confirm what was

thought about Karnak façade ideas during the

late period.

Late Kushite Building Techniques: A Few

Observations from Dangeil, Sudan

Julie Anderson (The British Museum)

The late Kushite period heralds the adoption of

a composite construction that incorporated

mixed materials. This technique was restricted

to official and religious structures and this

practice reaches its zenith in the 1st century CE

during the reign of Natakamani and Amanitore.

Excavations in the Amun temple precinct of

Dangeil, Sudan have provided an opportunity to

closely examine the construction techniques

and materials utilized during the 1st century CE

in a monumental context.

Some Further Thoughts on the God’s Wife as

Archer

Mariam Ayad (The American University in Cairo)

In a striking scene preserved on a lintel in

subterranean room E in the Building of Taharqa

by the sacred lake at Karnak, a slender athletic-

looking woman draws a long, wide-feathered

arrow through a double-curved bow. She aims
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at four round targets depicted at the periphery

of the scene. On the other side of the central

representation of the cenotaph of Osiris,

stylized here as a vaulted tomb from which

sprouts a lush tree, is King Taharqa, who uses a

pear-headed mace as a bat with which to strike

four balls. While the king is explicitly identified

by name and title, the female archer is simply

labeled “God’s Wife.” Elsewhere, I have argued

that she is none other than Shepenwepet II,

who here partners with the king in the “rites of

protection at the cenotaph,” whose ultimate

purpose was to avert the malign forces of the

universe. This paper further explores the

omission of the God’s Wife name and suggests

a link to the goddess Neith,

who although known as “the mistress of the bow

and arrows,” is rarely (if ever) shown actively

shooting arrows.

How Theban are the Oracular Amuletic

Decrees?

Anke Ilona Blöbaum (University of Münster)

The corpus of the so-called Oracular Amuletic

Decrees (OAD) has been known since its first

publication in 1960 by I.E.S. Edwards (Edwards

1960). Since then, further texts could be

assigned to this corpus (Quack 1994, 5–8;

Bohleke 1997; Fischer-Elfert 2015, 82–95, 203–

219, 250–252; Koenig 2018). The texts are

primarily but not exclusively made for children
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and contain spells or promises from various

gods for the protection of the amulet owner.

These spells describe threats as well as

potentially dangerous situations from which the

amulet owner is to be protected.

The corpus dates to the beginning of the Third

Intermediate Period based on palaeography

and the onomasticon (Edwards 1960, xiii–xv;

Koenig 1987). The provenance of the texts is

mostly unknown. However, as the oracle-

generating deities mentioned in the decrees

were connected with the Karnak Temple, it is

highly probable that the corpus originated from

the Theban area (Edwards 1960, xiii; Roß 2019,

12–14).

The presentation aims to compile and critically

examine all available references and sources to

make statements on the geographical

classification of individual decrees, based on

the current state of research. This includes text-

immanent references such as names of gods,

personal names, and orthography, as well as a

re-evaluation of all information on the specific

circumstances in which the texts were found.

Additionally, the investigation will explore the

possibility of distinguishing groups of texts with

varying textual traditions within the corpus. If

such groups are identified, the study will

examine whether these variations can be linked

to different places of production.
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A Middle Kingdom Presence at South Asasif

Marion Brew, Ali Hassan Ibrahim, and Katherine

Blakeney(South Asasif Conservation Project)
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During the 2023 season, while clearing the

south wall of the tomb of Karabasken (TT 391)

and the adjacent area, we uncovered a tomb

with eleven intact burials dating to the Middle

Kingdom. This paper will discuss a deposit of

pottery vessels, an alabaster jar, a pierced

oyster shell, and an offering tray found in the

courtyard of the tomb and place them in the

context of the tomb’s burial assemblages. The

last part of the presentation will touch on the

conservation and reconstruction of the jewelry

found in some of the burials.

25th Dynasty Pottery from the South Asasif

Necropolis: Comparing Material from

Monumental and Non-monumental Tombs

Julia Budka (LMU Munich)

The presentation will give an updated report on

the ceramics datable to the 25th Dynasty from

the South Asasif necropolis. Material from the

monumental, decorated tombs of Karakhamun

and Karabasken will be compared to pottery

found in the non-monumental tombs recently

unearthed by the SACP project.

In addition to the discussion of the dating, the

function and possible parallels within Thebes

and from other sites like Abydos, quantitative

aspects will be the focus of the comparative

approach presented. Here, some

methodological aspects as well as the

individual use-lives of the tombs need to be
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considered. A special emphasis will be on

ceramics with a presumed ritual function. This

will allow some tentative thoughts on the

question of the embeddedness of both

monumental and non-monumental tombs in the

sacred landscape of South Asasif.

Small Wooden Sphinx Figurine from the Temple

of Hatshepsut at Deir el-Bahari

Patryk Chudzik (Polish Centre of Mediterranean

Archaeology, University of Warsaw)

During the recent excavations of the Polish-

Egyptian expedition in the Temple of

Hatshepsut at Deir el-Bahari, a small wooden

sphinx figurine was found. The object was

unearthed during the exploration of one of the

shaft tombs carved in the bedrock beneath the

floor of the Hathor Shrine during the Third

Intermediate Period. Even though the figurine

is fragmentary, the shape of a reclining creature

with the body of a lion and the head of (most

likely) a human wearing a nemes headcloth is

very legible. The aim of this paper is to not only

establish the date and function of this figurine

but also to determine whether the post-New

Kingdom burials exposed in the Hathor Shrine

are its primary or secondary context.

New Data in Context: Towards the

Reconstruction of the Burial Practices in the

Third Intermediate Period Necropolis in the

Ramesseum’s Northeastern Annexes
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Anna Consonni (Italian Ministry of Culture,

Museo archeologico nazionale di

Firenze-“Museo Egizio”) and Tommaso Quirino

(Italian Ministry of Culture, Soprintendenza

ABAP di Milano)

The resumption of archaeological research in

the northeastern annexes of the Ramesseum,

corresponding to sectors STM, STL, STG, has

made it possible to collect new data on the

Third Intermediate Period necropolis that

occupied the mud-brick storehouses of the

Temple. The excavation is being carried out by

an Italian team under the aegis of the Franco-

Egyptian mission at the Ramesseum,

undertaken by the Mission Archéologique

Française de Thèbes-Ouest (MAFTO) in

partnership with the Association pour la

Sauvegarde du Ramesseum (ASR) and the

Centre d’Étude et de Documentation sur

l’Ancienne Égypte (CEDAE, MoTA), with the 

collaboration of the Italian Ministry of Culture

(Soprintendenza ABAP di Milano; Museo

archeologico nazionale di Firenze-“Museo

Egizio”).

The area under investigation is divided into

well-defined groups of chambers, with different

orientations and layouts. Like most of the

annexes of the temple, these rooms show a

long period of use, incorporating several phases

during which the function of the spaces

radically changes. During the Third
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Intermediate Period, funerary chapels hosting

one or more burials were installed in these

spaces that were no longer in use. Fifteen

funerary shafts have been excavated so far.

Many of them have been almost entirely robbed

or already excavated in the past. However, a

number of better-preserved burials with more

complete funerary assemblages have come to

light.

The data collected during the recent

excavations give us the opportunity to define

the chronological and spatial development of

this sector of the necropolis and to shed new

light on their occupants and on their burial

assemblages. We also investigated the

strategies of reuse not only of the Ramesside

structures but also of the Third Intermediate

Period tombs, which show, in some cases,

different phases of deposition.

Apotropaic Scenes in Theban Temples of the

Ptolemaic and Roman Era: The Turtle as a

Negative Ritual Agent.

Filip Coppens & Kris Molčan (Czech Institute of

Egyptology, Faculty of Arts, Charles University,

Prague)

The walls of numerous traditional temples

erected throughout Egypt during the Ptolemaic

and Roman era depict the foreign sovereign

(whether Ptolemaic basileus or Roman

emperor) performing a ritual act of slaying in
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order to deflect inimical forces and

representatives of disorder from the temple

domains. One can observe the ruler with great

regularity spearing or slaughtering a wide

variety of animals (e.g. a bull, hippopotamus,

oryx, or turtle), but also bound prisoners, Seth in

the shape of a donkey and Apophis in the guise

of a snake or as represented by an effigy, such

as the turtle. These reliefs often occur in parts

of the temple that require (and benefit from)

additional magical protection as a surplus

guarantee to ward off powers of evil and chaos.

In the Theban region, these scenes occur upon

the walls of religious structures from early

Ptolemaic (rule of Ptolemy III Euergetes I) to

early Roman times (reign of Otho). This

apotropaic ritual is especially depicted on

gates, such as the Bab el-Amara leading to the

Khonsu temple on the Amun precinct at Karnak,

the Bab el-Abd providing access to the Montu

domain at Karnak North, the entrance gate at

the pylon of the small temple at Medinet Habu,

or the gate of Tiberius at the temple of Montu

at Medamud, but occasionally it can also be

observed within the temple itself (e.g. in the

Montu temple at et-Tod).

The paper aims to survey the distribution of

these scenes across temple domains, and their

relation to and interaction with its (iconographic

and architectural) setting. It concomitantly

intends to provide an insight into the nature of
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the royal protagonists and the divine recipients,

and the specific types of the apotropaic acts

performed (object and manner of slaying). It

also proposes to examine in how far general

patterns can be established over time and

space within a Theban context, as well as

explore whether one can identify typical Theban

components to this type of ritual scenes in

comparison with other contemporary temple

precincts in the Nile valley, such as Dendara

and Edfu.

New Milestones in the History of the Osirian

Cult in the Northern Sector of Karnak

Laurent Coulon (Collège de France, EPHE-PSL,

AOROC)

The Osirian chapels built during the Libyan,

Kushite and Saite periods in the northern sector

of Karnak are among the most visible witnesses

to the development of the cult of Osiris on this

site. However, the excavations carried out along

the alley of Ptah by the Mission Osirian

Sanctuaries at Karnak now make it possible to

consider the chronology of the establishment

and development of this cult on a much broader

scale. During the 2024 campaign, an 18th

Dynasty stela whose iconography is similar to

that of Abydenian votive stelae was discovered

near the Saite chapel of Osiris Wennefer. It

provides exceptional evidence of an Osirian

presence in this sector from the beginning of
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the New Kingdom, and should be compared

with other evidence from the 2nd millennium

B.C. in the same area. Similarly, excavations and

epigraphic studies of the northern chapels

reveal a transformation of the Osirian buildings

from the 4th century BC onwards until the

Roman period, which led to the reuse of

numerous fragments of the chapels’ original

decoration.

Magic in the Theban Mountain: A New

Handbook Found by the South Asasif

Conservation Project

Korshi Dosoo (Julius-Maximilians-Universität

Würzburg), Jean-Luc Fournet, Collège de France

(Paris) Valérie Schram (CNRS, French National

Centre for Scientific Research, Nanterre)

In this paper we will present an exceptional

discovery made in 2022 by the South Asasif

Conservation Project (director Dr. Elena

Pischikova), namely a roll in a perfect state of

preservation containing a series of original

Greek magical texts spanning thirteen columns,

accompanied by unparalleled illustrations. We

will present an overview of its dating, content,

and structure, and offer some insights which

have arisen from our preliminary work on this

challenging manuscript, including a possible

relationship to the well-known “Theban Magical

Library”.
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Recent Excavation and Conservation Activities

in the Tomb of Padiamenope (TT 33): Season

January-February 2024

Silvia Einaudi (University of Cagliari)

The last campaign in the tomb of Padiamenope

(January-February 2024) saw us engaged on

several fronts. During the first part of the

season, we tested the micro-sandblasting

technique for cleaning the walls. Thanks to a

skill-based sponsorship from the German

company Kärcher, more than 50 cleaning tests

with different abrasives were carried out under

the supervision of Sophie Duberson (Louvre

Museum), in charge of the restoration program.

The results, now under analysis, will be

presented at the conference. In the second part

of the mission, the excavation of the floor of the

first rooms, which started in 2019 under the

direction of Simone Nannucci, continued. In the

debris layers, which covered the floor of the two

hypostyle halls to a maximum of approximately

60 cm, numerous secondary burials and objects

of funerary equipment, both contemporary to

Padiamenope (such as some of his shabtis) and

later (pottery, mummy bandages, amulets,…)

came to light. This material also includes

thousands of limestone fragments with remains

of texts and figurative scenes coming from

walls, pillars, and ceilings. These artefacts,

together with others currently being studied,

help to reconstruct the decorative program of
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the rooms, and shed light on the history of the

tomb in the centuries after Padiamenope.

Layered Legacies: “Archaism” as an Instrument

of “Modernism” in Egyptian Art of the First

Millennium BC

Carl G. Elkins (LMU Munich)

The research of the past three decades into

archaism during the late Libyan Period speaks

to a clear pre-Kushite archaizing tradition

throughout Egypt that creatively fused styles

from the Old, Middle and New Kingdoms.

However, considerations of potential catalysts

and motivations beyond the political and

ideological have largely been absent from the

discussion. Furthermore, the Kushite adoption

and proliferation of the freshly established

archaizing movement clearly shows a desire to

appear current, even modern. Beginning in the

middle of the 26th Dynasty, archaism was

largely abandoned as the concept of

“modernity” found new expressions. The 29th

and early 30th Dynasties redefined the concept

by again focussing more heavily on the creative

use of past forms, once more finding inspiration

in all prior periods, which now also included the

26th Dynasty. This undoubtedly led to multiple

dimensions of archaism existing alongside one

another within temple precincts, with later

works “fitting in” with earlier sculptures in their

immediate vicinity while simultaneously and
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unambiguously distinguishing themselves as

wholly modern creations.

Excavation of the Lost Tombs in Dra Abu Naga

Necropolis

Bahaa Gaber (Ministry of Tourism and

Antiquities)

Dra Abu El-Naga, area of western Thebes that

extends along the mountain front in a

northeasterly direction from the point at which

the mountain cuts into the Deir El-Bahri to the

wadi leading to the valley of the kings,

commonly divided into three parts: north –

middle – south,  the north part contains 38

tombs has TT numbering and about 144 tombs

numbered by Kampp

Discovery of the Tomb Kampp No. -157-

Fortunately, during the last century, the site of

Dra Abu El Naga Necropolis (North) was not

inhabited by villagers because of the irregular

slopes and heights of the rocks in this area.

On April 2018 the Egyptian Mission (DP2017)

has cleaning the entire tomb from debris and

discovered it, (about 400³ ͫ   of rubble  were

covered the court and the entrance of the tomb

).

So the owner of the tomb Kampp -157- “User-

hat” and his main title was “the magistrate”, the
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city councilor and his wife was the lady of the

house “Meret”.

Discovery of the Tomb -Kampp No. -390-

  it was announced the second discovery of the

Egyptian mission, which was the discovery of

the tomb of gold maker Amenemhat  Kampp

No. -390- ,  the third discovery was made,

which revealed the tombs of Kampp- 150- and

Kampp- 161-, as well as the burial chamber of

the singer of Amon Isis-Nefert and the

archaeological finds.

Discovery of the Row Tomb

– Discovery of the largest tomb row in the

cemetery of Thebes, for a person named (Shed

Su-Djehuty) which means ( Thot save him) and

his title the most important sealing bearer of

Upper and Lower Egypt, and to the hereditary

prince, the mayor.

This tomb dates back to the end of the era of

the 17th Dynasty and re-used at the beginning

of the 18th Dynasty

Discovery of six tombs at the bottom of the

cemetery courtyard, including an unnumbered

tomb for a person named (Shess) and his title

as the clerk of the king’s store

Surveying the South Asasif Necropolis

Mohamed Gaber (IFAO)
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This presentation will discuss the challenges

and first results of the work on the new survey

of the South Asasif necropolis, creating a new

map and a 3-D model. Previous surveys

undertaken by Günter Heidl and Dieter Eigner

were taken into consideration while creating a

unified and updated map of the necropolis. The

most demanding part of the project is the

survey of the non-monumental tombs of the

north cemetery. The presentation will

concentrate on several tombs while discussing

the methodology and demands of the work.

A Short History of Montuemhat’s Tomb at

Thebes (TT 34)

Louise Gestermann (Eberhard Karls Universität,

Tübingen)

The construction of Montuemhat’s tomb was a

project that took decades. Regarding this

period, one can establish the sequence of the

decoration work, the fact that secondary burials

took place and much more. After Montuemhat’s

death the tomb became a site for other burials,

and gradually fell into disrepair. Events of this

kind and developments can be deduced from

findings in Montuemhat’s tomb.

News from the Ritual of the Hours of Day

Erhart Graefe (University of Münster)

1. The hymn of the 2nd hour as symbolic door-

opener of the tombs of four Saite High

11.11.24, 10:16 Abstracts

https://southasasif.wordpress.com/thebes-in-the-first-millennium-bc-2024-abstracts/ 21/55



Stewards of the Divine Votaresses;

2. The ostrakon with the hymn of the 1st hour

published in 2014 by Khaled Hassan

reconsidered.

There are three stelae within the superstructure

(resp. an entrance portal of a tomb) of four

Saite High Stewards having as main text the

hymn of the second hour of the Ritual of the

Hours of Day, three of them in connection with

a representation of the Ritual for the Opening

of the Mouth.

I am proposing that behind this lies the wish of

the dead to be able to leave their tombs and

return to them after death every day. – The

fragments of the ostrakon with the text of the

1st hour are to be arranged differently than in

its first edition and it is probable that the

ostrakon was written when preparing the tomb

decoration for the High Steward Sheshonq,

owner of TT 27.

Ankhefendjehuty and his Family in the South

Asasif Necropolis

Kenneth Griffin (The Egypt Centre, Swansea

University)

During the 26th Dynasty, the South Asasif

Necropolis was extensively reused.  The tomb of

Karakhamun (TT 223), in particular, was

usurped by at least three individuals: the Vizier

Nespakashuty; the Overseer of the Outline-
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draftsmen and Chamberlain of the God’s Wife,

Padihor; and the Overseer of the Wab-priests of

Sekhmet of the South, Ankhefendjehuty. The

latter was originally believed to have been the

owner of the neighbouring tomb (C.14), based

on an inscription copied by Gardner Wilkinson

in the 1820s. However, this text was

rediscovered within the vestibule of

Karakhamun’s tomb during the 2012 season.

The excavation and restoration of the tomb of

Karakhamun have shown that Ankhefendjehuty

usurped the entrance to the tomb, the vestibule,

and the doorways leading to the first and

second pillared halls. The texts provide

prosopographical data on his family, including

the names and titles of his parents and his

brother. His brother, Nesmin, who held the title

of Fourth Priest of Amun, is depicted on the

entrance doorway to Karakhamun’s tomb. Both

Ankhefendjehuty and Nesmin have

basiliphorous (“good names”) containing the

prenomen of Psamtik II (Neferibre), which helps

to firmly date their careers. Further evidence of

the family of Ankhefendjehuty within the South

Asasif necropolis came to light during the 2023

excavation season when the coffin of Nesmin

was discovered to the south of Karakhamun’s

tomb, while further coffin fragments belonging

to a son of Nesmin were excavated in a tomb to

the north.
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This paper will present the evidence for the

family of Ankhefendjehuty within the South

Asasif necropolis. It will also draw on other

possible sources, including a statue, for the

Fourth Priest of Amun, Nesmin.

Between East and West Bank – Some Thoughts

About Decoration Techniques of Late Period

Theban Temples

Aleksandra Hallmann (Institute of

Mediterranean and Oriental Cultures, Polish

Academy of Sciences)

The paper presents some results from the study

of the decoration techniques of two monuments

dated to the reign of Taharqo and Shepenwepet

II, the chapel of Osiris Neb ankh/Pa-wesheb-

iad in Karnak and the Amenirdis chapel in

Medinet Habu. The research was carried out as

a component of the grant “Iconographic

program of the chapels of Osiris in Karnak:

Kushite chapel of Osiris Neb-ankh”

(2016/22/M/HS3/00354) from the National

Science Centre of Poland in the framework of

the mission “Osirian sanctuaries at Karnak”

(IFAO, CFEETK, EPHE, PSL Research University,

INRAP, Orient and Méditerranée and AOROC)

and The Epigraphic Survey of the Institute for

the Study of Ancient Cultures of the University

of Chicago. The paper will focus on the wide

variety of setting-out and drawing techniques

from a comparative perspective.
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Presence in the Theban Landscape:

Monthemhat’s Statues inside and outside of

Karnak

Patrizia Heindl (LMU Munich)

19 Statues of Monthemhat, mayor of Thebes,

were found both inside and outside the Karnak

temple. The statues vary greatly in type, size

and range of materials. Most of them are well-

known and are among the classics of Late-

Period art. However, the context of these

statues is clearly more revealing than an

analysis of their external form.

The paper focuses on the distribution of the

statues of Monthemhat and their use in the

context of the Theban cultural landscape. The

distribution of the statues in the cult space, the

intertextuality of the inscriptions and the

question of interaction with the statues will be

examined. The find contexts and the

reconstructions of the find contexts show that

there was a connection between the new

buildings of the Karnak temple during the 25th

Dynasty and the statues of Monthemhat.

However, the installation of statues does not

end at Karnak, but extends as far as Deir el-

Bahari. A comparison of the titles and the

individual display elements opens up a new

level of understanding. This will raise new

questions in relation to the rites for Sokar in the

25th Dynasty.
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Latest Work in the Edifice of Taharqa

Jérémy Hourdin (CNRS-CFEETK)

Amira Fawzy Ali (MoTA-CFEETK)

In 2023, the French-Egyptian Centre for the

Study of the Temples of Karnak (CFEETK)

started a new project to study and restore the

Edifice of Taharqa built by the Sacred Lake at

Karnak. This monument, dedicated to the solar

aspect of the god Amun and closely associated

with the Decade festival of Djeme, is

remarkable for its unique architecture and the

extensive religious iconography on its walls.

The recent work of restoration brought to light

more data about the history of this monument:

it likely replaced an earlier – and unfinished –

structure from the reign of Kushite king

Shabaka. The study of Shabaka’s reliefs found

on reused blocks within Taharqa’s temple, along

with newly discovered paintings, and their

comparison with those of Taharqa has shed

light on the solar nature of these two 25th

Dynasty’s edifices.

This lecture discusses the preliminary thought

about these two construction phases showing

the recent work has been done.

Some Funerary Deposits of the 25th Dynasty

Salima Ikram (American University in Cairo),

Julia Budka (LMU Munich)
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While embalming deposits are known from at

least the Middle Kingdom, they increased in

number from the 21st Dynasty, and became a

more standard part of funerary practices. The

SACP excavations have yielded several

embalming deposits. This paper will focus on a

25th Dynasty embalming deposits from the site

and contextualize them within the larger

framework of embalming deposits.

General’s Tomb, Major Deposit: The Shaft Tomb

of Wahibremeryneith in a Broader Context of

the Abusir Necropolis

Jiří Janák (Czech Institute of Egyptology,

Charles University, Prague)

Recently, the Czech archaeological mission in

Abusir has excavated the shaft tomb of

Wahibremeryneith, a general of Greek

mercenaries serving in Egyptian army during

the eminent threat of Persian invasion.

Unfortunately, the tomb was robbed already in

antiquity and discovered empty to a large

extent. Its importance, however, lies in

significant broadening of our knowledge of the

function of Egyptian military and social elite of

the Saite-Persian Period, as well as about the

developments and peculiarities of ancient

Egyptian religion and afterlife beliefs in the Late

Period. The tomb of the general

Wahibremeryneith was equipped with a

majestic mummification deposit, the largest
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ever found in Egypt, which (together with

previous finds from the tomb of Menekhibnekau

and the shaft tombs in Saqqara) allows us to

reconstruct the mummification process and the

use of different embalming good and symbolic

artefacts during and after mummification.

Women Who Disappeared: Egyptian Queenship

in the Late Period

Marta Kaczanowicz (Faculty of Archaeology,

University of Warsaw)

In the light of the recent focus on the

significance of the institution of the God’s Wife

of Amun in the Late Period (ca. 747–332 BCE),

an issue that has been largely overlooked is the

role of the queen and other royal women in the

ideology of power and Egyptian state religion.

There is a common implication that the God’s

Wives at least partly replaced queens in their

traditional role as the feminine component of

royal power, and some of the queenly

prerogatives were transferred to these women.

With the disappearance of the office at the

beginning of the Persian Period, the figure of

the royal woman as the counterpart of the king

and the female element of power is said to have

lost its meaning, leaving Egypt without a queen

and creating a vacuum in the previously well-

articulated ideology of queenship. This

presentation aims to provide a more nuanced

perspective on the role of royal women who
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were not God’s Wives and examine the changes

in the expression of queenship during the Late

Period, using both Egyptian and non-Egyptian

sources.

Dynasty 25-26 Type A Embalming Caches from

Thebes: A Family Affair?

Janice Kamrin and Anna Serotta (The

Metropolitan Museum of Art)

Embalming caches were an important part of

the mortuary landscape of ancient Egypt. The

majority of these were comprised of vessels

filled with mummification and other materials,

but an important subset, designated Type A by

David Aston, included coffins. Only a handful of

Type A caches have been found to date (to

which we can now add the example discovered

recently by the South Asasif Conservation

Project directed by Elena Pischikova); all of

these come from the Theban necropolis, and

almost all date to a relatively narrow time

period in the 25th to 26th Dynasties. This paper

will provide an overview of these caches,

including four examples excavated in the early

twentieth century by The Met’s Egyptian

Expedition. Two of these are in The Met’s

collection and are being studied as part of the

Museum’s First Millennium Coffin Project, led

by the current authors.  In this presentation, we

will summarize recent work on an undecorated

embalming coffin that has recently been
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identified as belonging to Khamhor C, and will

offer some observations on the embalming

coffin of Isetirdis.

The Royal Scribe: the Shaft Tomb of

Djehutyemhat at Abusir in Context

Renata Landgráfová (Czech Institute of

Egyptology, Charles University, Prague)

The lesser Late Period shaft tomb of

Djehutyemhat was excavated at the Abusir

necropolis during the spring season of 2023. It

is located just east of the tomb of

Menekhibnekau and, like most of the Abusir

shaft tombs, was looted already in antiquity. The

remains of the body as well as the rich

decoration have, however, provided important

information that broadens our knowledge of the

necropolis, but also raises a number of

questions. On the one hand, numerous overlaps

in the decoration between the tombs of

Djehutyemhat and Padihor, Menekhibnekau,

Udjahorresnet and Wahibemeryneith (Iufaa’s

tomb forms a category of its own), shed further

light on the funerary beliefs of the time, and the

degree of personal choice in selecting texts and

motifs for tomb decoration. On the other,

Djehutyemhat’s name, the names of his parents,

and the evidence of his bodily remains raise

some important questions about the social

context of the Abusir shaft tomb necropolis.

Osiris in the Temple of Amun
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Angelika Lohwasser (University of Münster)

The god Osiris became a prominent god at

Karnak in the later TIP and Late Period and is

represented by monuments of various kinds.

The Osiris catacombs behind the Temple of

Amun and the various small chapels dedicated

to specific aspects of Osiris along a

processional route from Karnak North via East

to South are architectural manifestations of this

god. But artefacts are also evidence of rituals

around Osiris, namely small statuettes made of

clay (in the catacombs of Osiris) and bronze

(Temple of Ptah) which were deposited in larger

groups.

Some of these investments in Osiris date from

the 25th Dynasty. In fact, we know that King

Taharqo in particular had a strong connection

with this god, with the building on the Sacred

Lake at Karnak being a central structure. This

focus on Osiris culminates in the design of the

underground complex beneath his pyramid at

Nuri as a replica of the Osireion at Abydos.

The god Osiris is also present in the Nubian

temples dedicated to Amun. These are not so

much representations in the pictorial program,

which is usually only partially preserved, but

artefacts and textual evidence. In the Amun

temples of Kawa and Sanam, both initiated by

Taharqo, a large number of bronze statuettes of

Osiris have come to light. In both cases the
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sites were disturbed by later events, so that an

interpretation must remain vague. However, the

fact that Osiris played an important role in all

temples of Amun in Late Period Nubia can be

read from the final sequence of the stela at

Harsiotef (lines 146-161): There a whole series

of (local forms of?) Osiris are listed which the

king “makes appear” in temples. Not all

temples have been located yet, but the known

ones are all temples of Amun. This suggests

that rituals for or with Osiris took place in the

Nubian temples of Amun and it is possible that

the bronzes are relics of these rituals.

Agents of Protection in the Tomb and in the

Netherworld: the Guardian Statues of the Tomb

of Montuemhat (TT 34)

Rita Lucarelli (UC Berkeley)

Guardian deities and demons are central

figures of the Duat, as shown by the popularity

of Spells 144 to 147 and 149-150 of the Book of

the Dead, where they are depicted while

guarding gates, doors and mounds of the

netherworld. While generally those guardians

are represented in 2D as powerful images of

protection decorating tomb and temple walls

and copied on papyri, coffins and other magical

items throughout the First Millennium BCE, but

also earlier and later, only in a few cases they

are shaped as tridimensional figures through

magical statues placed in tombs. The tomb of
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Montuemhat in Thebes is the most fascinating

example of a mortuary space where

tridimensional guardians of the netherworld

were placed to guard and protect the deceased

and its tomb.

In this lecture, the agency of these magical

statues and of the guardians they represent will

be discussed in relation to the funerary and

liminal burial space that they protect within the

Theban necropolis and in relation to the tomb

architecture of Montuemhat, while reflecting on

the central role that statues and more in

general activated images play in the ancient

Egyptian magical practices for the dead.

From Burial Practices to Excavation finds: The

Reuse of the Tomb of Paser TT367 in the First

Millennium BC and beyond

Shaimaa Magdi (Ministry of Tourism and

Antiquities)

The tomb of Paser (TT 367) is located in El-

Sheikh Abdel-Qurna necropolis. It is considered

one of a group tombs in the upper enclosure of

the necropolis known as Elalwa El-Gebelia in El-

Sheikh Abdel-Qurna. Paser was a military

officer ‘’captain of the archers’’ who lived in the

reign of Amenophis II.

The tomb was first excavated by archeologist

Ahmed Fakhry in 1934; he cleaned the tomb

and its pillars. Then in 1935, he cleaned the
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shaft (b) and suggested that owner of the tomb,

Paser, had been buried in this shaft and the

granite sarcophagus was reused by someone

else called Pahemneter during the 19th Dynasty.

The re-excavated work in the tomb came to

complement the previous excavations by

Ahmed Fakhri with the aim of using the new 

information  from the excavations and the

analysis of all archeological materials either the

materials will recover on the tomb during the 

future excavation or others materials were

recovered before during the previous seasons

including (pottery, human bones, shabits, …etc

and investigation  the reused of the tomb

during the later periods whereas  the tomb was

used either for burial or for occupation in order

to  understand  the various activities as well as

shifts in the use of the tomb in later times.

Ptolemaic Reconfiguration of Kushite

Monuments at Medinet Habu

J. Brett McClain (University of Chicago)

The 25th Dynasty is well represented among the

surviving monumental structures at Medinet

Habu, as well as in the corpus of inscribed

fragments found within the temple precinct. The

extent of Kushite building activity is partially

obscured, however, by extensive reconfiguration

of some of these structures during the

Ptolemaic period. Within the Late Period

extensions of the small temple of Amun Ḏsr-s.t,

11.11.24, 10:16 Abstracts

https://southasasif.wordpress.com/thebes-in-the-first-millennium-bc-2024-abstracts/ 34/55



rearrangement of Kushite architectural

components and reworking of their reliefs and

inscriptions during Ptolemaic dynasty have

created a three dimensional palimpsest whose

internal chronological sequence can only be

discerned by careful study of epigraphic,

stylistic, and architectural details. This paper

will present salient examples of the

juxtaposition of these two phases in order to

suggest what conclusions may potentially be

derived from a diachronic consideration of the

evidence.

The Coronation Ceremonies in Kush,

throughout the Royal Inscriptions.

El Hassan Ahmed Mohamed  (NCAM Office

Cairo)

The most important ritual event in the kingdom

of Kush was the coronation of the king, which

generally took place first in a great public

spectacle at Napata (Jebel Barkal). This

ceremony was then repeated on a smaller scale

at each of the other great Amun sanctuaries of

the kingdom: Sanam, Kawa, and Pnubs, and

probably other unmentioned sanctuaries. Most

of the known royal stelae of the Napatan Period

describe this ceremony; it  was also

important  enough that it was described by the

Greek historian Diodorus Siculus. This paper

will review these coronation rituals, as

described in the royal Kushite stelae, and will
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document the ceremonies from the death of the

ruling king to the choice of his successor. The

pivotal event was the speech of  the God Amun

to announce the name of the successor of the

recently deceased king, who was then revealed

to be the god’s son and thus a god himself. The

name of the successor was probably not a

surprise, since it was probably already known

before the old king’s death. The inscriptions

indicate that there were several important

temples in the kingdom to which, in order to

receive the divine mandate to rule, the crowned

king had to make a journey, to visit them all,

and to present offerings to their different gods.

Analysis of the Sandstone Lintel of Sheshonq

and Ankhnesneferibre: A 26th Dynasty Artifact

in Context

Moamen Saad Mohamed (Ministry of Tourism

and Antiquities)

This study explores a sandstone lintel from the

26th Dynasty, currently housed in the Abu Al-

Joud storage in Luxor and originating from the

private collection of Yassa Andraous Pasha. The

lintel consists of two pieces that complement

each other and has never been previously

displayed or studied. The artifact is associated

with Sheshonq, the owner of tomb TT27 in El-

Assasif, and depicts the Divine Adoratrice of

Amun, Ankhnesneferibre, before the deities

Wadjet and Nekhbet. The dual representation of
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the patron deities of Upper and Lower Egypt

underscores the political symbolism of

Ankhnesneferibre’s authority. Notably, the lintel

bears traces of reuse, evidenced by layers of

mortar covering inscriptions, highlighting its

long-standing significance. This research

contextualizes the lintel within the wider

framework of 26th Dynasty power dynamics,

focusing on the role of Sheshonq and

Ankhnesneferibre, the latter being a prominent

figure in both religious and political spheres.

Through comparative analysis with other

contemporary objects and chapels, the study

sheds light on the lintel’s historical and cultural

significance during the Saite Renaissance,

emphasizing the interplay of religious

iconography and political legitimacy.

Before the Royal Mummies: An Earlier Phase of

Activity in the Royal Cache Wadi

José-Ramón Pérez-Accino (Universidad

Complutense de Madrid)

Hisham El-Leithy (Ministry of Tourism and

Antiquities, Egypt)

Since the C2 Royal Cache Wadi Survey began in

2017, a series of field observations have

challenged the paradigmatic interpretation of

the site as a desolate, concealed space.

Through ongoing investigation of the landscape

and removal of debris, we have uncovered

crucial evidence about the dating and origin of
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the site. The team has also identified a

superstructure for Theban Tomb 320, which was

used for the cache of royal mummies in the

early 10th century BC, enabling us to date the

original use of the tomb to the 18th Dynasty.

These and other discoveries indicate significant

activity in the wadi prior to the deposition of the

royal mummies, and suggest the area was

selected for the cache precisely because it was

a prestigious, rather than a hidden site.

The Superstructure of TT 209: Architecture and

Symbolism

Miguel Á. Molinero Polo(Universidad de La

Laguna, Tenerife, Canary Islands) and Alfonso

Martín Flores(Museo de San Isdiro / Templo de

Debod, Madrid)

The superstructure of the Late Period Theban

tombs is one of their least known elements,

despite their monumentality, as is evident in

those located in North Asasif. In some cases,

they remain unexcavated, such as that of Harwa,

while others, those of Montuemhat, Pabasa and

Padineith, were excavated at the beginning of

the Twentieth century, and those of

Padiamenope and South Asasif are under study

and unpublished. This presentation will show a

first advance on the external structure of TT

209 after its archaeological excavation.

The superstructure of this tomb, which

belonged to the Overseer of the Seal, Nisemro,
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was built on the previously terraced northern

slope of the Wadi Hatasun in South Asasif. The

height of the slope itself, the proportions of the

entrance pylon and the rear wall of the

courtyard, the materials used for the entrance

door and its decoration are all evidence of the

monumentality sought by those who designed

the complex.

We have no certain evidence to date the

construction of TT 209 during the 25th  Dynasty,

although arguments can be made to consider it

one of the oldest tombs of the Kushite period in

Waset/Thebes. Whether or not this

circumstance is true –and if so, it was the

model for later constructions– the similarities

and differences with other late Theban tombs

shed light on some aspects that will be

developed in the presentation: explanation of

its constructive characteristics, hypothesis of its

ideal reconstruction, symbolic aspects of its

model, or evidence for the use of its various

architectural elements found during the

excavation process.

Search for the Lost Monastery of the South

Asasif

Matthias Müller (University of Basel)

Although the Theban necropolis is renown for

its monastic dwellings from the 6th to the 8th

century CE, most of these have been located up

in or on top of the hills such as Qurnat Mara’i,
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Shayḫ ‘abd al-Qurnah or Ḍirā’ abū al-Nagā,

even the only exception, the Dayr al-Rūmī, is

built on a small elevation. Right from the start

of the excavations at the South ‚Asāsīf, remains

of an early medieval occupation of the site

came to the fore. Recent examination of the

archaeological and the written remains revealed

the presence of a monastic settlement that

must have occupied a larger area than the

Monastery of Paulos (Dayr al-Baḫīt). The

presentation will present the indications for the

monastery and will locate it within the network

of the other Theban sites.

Neighbouring Structures of Osiris-Ptah Neb-

ankh Chapel 

Preliminary Assessment of the Date and

Function

Essam Nagy (Osiris-Ptah Neb-ankh Research

Project (OPNARP).

Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities)

The Osiris-Ptah Neb-ankh Research Project

(OPNARP) is dedicated to the study of the 25th

Dynasty Chapel of Osiris-Ptah Neb-ankh and its

context. The project aims to investigate,

improve our understanding, and develop the

area south of the Tenth Pylon of Amun-Re

temple, which is located between the Temples

of Amun-Re and Mut. The archaeological

excavations led by the OPNARP team have
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revealed new structures around the Osiris-Ptah

Neb-ankh chapel, in particular two buildings

that are located on the eastern side of the

chapel. This paper aims to present the

preliminary study of these buildings. Based on

stratigraphic evidence and the analysis of the

material culture, a preliminary assessment of

the date and function of these structures is

proposed.

South Asasif Conservation Project 2018-2024:

New Discoveries, Reconstructions and Research

Elena Pischikova (South Asasif Conservation

Project, American University in Cairo)

     The last seven years of work of the Egyptian-

American mission South Asasif Conservation

Project have brought the Kushite monumental

decorated temple-tombs of the South Asasif

necropolis TT 391, TT 223 and TT 390 closer to

the final stage of their conservation and

reconstruction. Tens of thousands of fragments

of the shattered original decoration were

reinstated to their original positions. Founded

in 2006 with the purpose of reconstructing the

severely damaged tombs of the necropolis,

SACP recently reached an important milestone

by installing the panels of the original painted

ceiling above the re-built tomb of Karakhamun,

providing protection for Karakhamun’s

remarkable art.
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    The latest work has considerably changed

our understanding of the South Asasif

necropolis as a whole. The discovery of a range

of smaller undecorated tombs has placed the

monumental temple-tombs into the context of

the ritual landscape of the necropolis and

allowed a better understanding of the symbolic

meaning and ritual function of their

architectural and decorative features.

    The presentation will showcase new research

on the architecture, decoration and burial

assemblage of the tomb of Karabasken (TT 391)

and its place in the development of the South

Asasif necropolis. The art of Karabasken

highlights the role of Nubian and Middle

Kingdom art in Thebes and Abydos during the

formative period of the Kushite temple-tomb,

its iconography and ritual function. At the same

time, certain unique features of its decoration

give some insights into the personality of

Karabasken himself.

     Upon the completion of the work, the South

Asasif Conservation Project is planning to

begin opening the site to the public in several

stages. The tombs of Karakhamun (TT 223) and

Karabasken (TT 391) are scheduled to be the

first to open to the public to mark the twentieth

anniversary of the South Asasif Conservation

Project.
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Posthumous Non-royal Statue Dedication at

Late Period Karnak

Campbell Price (University of Manchester)

Drawing principally on the corpus of inscribed

non-royal statuary from the Karnak Cachette

during the Late Period (c. 750-30 BCE), it is

possible to suggest conceptual and practical

considerations when dedicating monuments. As

the central arena for monumental display of

sculpture, the Karnak complex offered

important opportunities for elites and temple

staff to be commemorated and to have a

presence within the perpetual ritual cycle of a

functioning temple. To optimise this

participation, statues are likely to have been

distributed widely and to have been dedicated

by the sons of individuals after their demise as

a means of confirming their own positions. The

relationship between father and son – and of

the realms of the commemorated and the living

dedicant – is thematised explicitly in some

examples. The very wealthiest dedicated

multiple statues of themselves whilst they were

still alive, choosing not to leave the normative

expectation of being commemorated to chance.

This paper reviews some of the evidence for

these monumental considerations.

Recent Work in Room XIII of the Tomb of

Padiamenope (TT 33): The Spatiality of Lintel
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XIII-3 and a Reading Key to Architecture and

Texts

Isabelle Régen (Université Montpellier 3 – UMR

5140 Cnrs)

This presentation focuses on two elements from

recent studies of the texts in room XIII of tomb

TT 33:

1) Corridor XIII-3, which ends with a false “exit”

door to the north, is the end point of several

Netherworld books (which usually end to the

east). The lintel at the entrance to this corridor

bears a key text, which helps us to understand

the reason for the corridor’s northerly

orientation: in the excerpt from spell TP N690B

(§ 2101a-2102b), Padiamenope is identified with

one of the ‘Imperishable Stars’ of the northern

sky. In 2023, work carried out in Room XIII

enabled us to identify and virtually replace two

fragments that complete this lacunary

inscription. An epigraphic survey of the text will

be proposed, followed by a brief comparison of

how this spell was spatialized in tomb TT 33

and in other Asasif tombs.

2) In 2007, on three sarcophagi dated between

the 30th Dynasty and the early Ptolemaic period,

Colleen Manassa brought to light a previously

unknown passage from the Book of the Amduat

(8th hour), similar to a brief hymn to Tatenen, to

which she gave the name “Amduat

Cosmogony”. As part of my research into the
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late versions of the Amduat, two additional

versions of this rare text have been identified

and are now to be added. They appear in the

two long versions of the Amduat from tomb TT

33 (rooms XIII and XXII, 8th hour). This new

identification makes the double copy of

Padiamenope’s tomb: – from the point of view

of textual transmission, the first attestation of

the “Amduat Cosmogony”; – from a religious

point of view, the earliest known mention of the

birth of the Hermopolitan-Theban Ogdoad

(mentioned in this text).

Embodying Power: Representing the God’s Wife

of Amun Neithiqeret and State Transition in the

Early Saite Period

John Rogers (Swansea University)

The adoption of Neithiqeret to be the future

God’s Wife of Amun in Psamtik I’s regnal year 9

was a defining moment in the expansion of the

early Saite state, marking the assimilation—in

the realm of monumental political discourse—of

Thebes into the new political system.

Studies of the role of Neithiqeret in the

expansion of the Saite state have,

understandably, focused on the large stele

narrating her journey to, and arrival at, Karnak

for this adoption and listing the donations given

to her. However, while studies have been

devoted to the iconographic representation of

her predecessors (Ayad 2009) and successor
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Ankhnesneferibre (Hallmann 2016), the

representations of Neithiqeret have not yet

been subject to the same treatment. The

publication of numerous plates showing scenes

from her collonaded building (Coulon and

Laisney 2015) and the gathering of other

depictions highlights the representational

strategies used in making the new power

legible in a Theban context and in manipulating

expectations of power, while renewed focus on

previously-underexplored details in the textual

presentations of her, Shepenwepet II, and

Psamtik I on the adoption stele underscore the

careful diplomatic balancing of this monument

as part of a broader negotiation of authority

and legitimacy.

Ultimately, Neithiqeret’s iconography and

textual representations form a carefully crafted

transition, incorporating many markers used by

her Libyan and Kushite predecessors, with

meaningful inclusions, modifications, and

exclusions, but also include distinct elements

whose success led them to be further utilised

by her successor Ankhnesneferibre long after

the Saites were established in Thebes.

The Awakening of Karabasken – Solar-Osirian

Imagery in the Burial Chamber of TT391

Manon Y. Schutz (University of Münster)

Upon entering the burial chamber of

Karabasken’s tomb (TT391), every visitor is first
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confronted with the massive sarcophagus which

stands in its center and nearly occupies the

entire room. The deceased would have been

laid to rest inside this box, placed on top of a

wooden bed. Its head-end points at the vaguely

T-shaped west wall, its foot-end towards the

ramp and, thus, the entrance. A hole has been

cut into its floor. The north and south walls of

the room are equipped with mastabas that are

only slightly higher than the sarcophagus trough

that they seemingly enclose. The walls as such

appear plain. Yet, when taking a closer look at

them, one can notice the presence of small

painted plaster fragments, suggesting that all

the surfaces of this room were once decorated

or, at least, intended to be ornated. Of course,

the question arises of whether it is possible to

reconstruct the original decorative program of

Karabasken’s burial chamber based on these

remains.

            The aim of this paper is to give a brief

overview of Karabasken’s sarcophagus room. To

understand the imagery that he wanted to

convey, i.e., the means with which he wanted to

guarantee his eternal rebirth and revivification,

the overall design and equipment of the

chamber should be regarded as a unity. In

particular the interplay of the architectural

features, the sarcophagus with its rounded lid

and recess in the floor, the mastabas, and the

bed is examined in more detail. Moreover,

parallels, that is, sources of inspiration, for this
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room are presented. If other tombs have

motivated the outer design of the burial

chamber, one might wonder whether their

decoration could likewise have served as a

model. A particular focus will lie on the solar-

Osirian components of these burial places,

components that are prominent in later Dynasty

25 tombs. Are and, if so, how far are these

aspects palpable in Karabasken’s case?

Cults of Goddesses in the Third Intermediate

Period:  A Preliminary Investigation

Cynthia May Sheikholeslami (Independent

Researcher, Cairo, Egypt)

The Theban cults of goddesses in the Third

Intermediate Period have been little

researched.  There have been innumerable

studies dedicated to Amun and his priests, and

some on the personnel of the cults of other

gods, including Osiris (Coulon), Khonsu (Villar

Gómez), and Montu (Sheikholeslami).  Women

serving in the cult of Amun have also been

docmented (Naguib, Onstine).   The goddess

Mut was discussed by Te Velde on serveral

occasions, but he never published research

about her priests.  This paper will draw together

data from various prosopographical sources for

the Third Intermediate Period (particularly from

Bab el-Gusus and the Karnak Cachette) to

develop an initial understanding of how the

cults of goddesses such as Mut, Sakhmet,
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Hathor, and Raettawy, among others, may have

functioned in the Theban milieu alongside the

cults of gods which have been the subject of

earlier studies.

Priests in the Service of the Buchis Cult: À

propos of Bucheum Stela no. 13 and Some

Other Private Monuments from the Late and

Graeco-Roman Periods

Dániel Varga (Eötvös Loránd University

Budapest)

The institutionalized cult of the Buchis bull –

the earthly incarnation of Montu venerated in

the Theban region – was introduced under

Nectanebo II (360-343 BC), which then

flourished until the fourth century AD, and

therefore it is considered to be one of the last

attested pagan cults in Thebes. Our current

understanding of the birth, the selection, the

installation as well as the death and burial of

each representative is provided by the funerary

stelae and offering tables discovered in the

catacombs of the Bucheum and the Baqaria by

Sir Robert Mond and Oliver H. Myers in the

beginning of the twentieth century.

The seminal works, concerning the sacred

animal, focused mainly on its theological

aspects in the context of the late religious

system of Thebes. In his monography on the

Buchis, Lothar Goldbrunner only gave a partial

prosopographical register of the relevant
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persons once attached to this divine cult.

Therefore, the aim of this presentation is to add

further information of the Buchis cult and its

personnel in Late Dynastic and Graeco-Roman

Thebes.

In doing so, the lecture starts with the analysis

of Bucheum stela no. 13, dated to the first year

of Octavian/Augustus (29 BC), and especially

the high official mentioned in the last section of

the main text. Then, by investigating further

private monuments – both earlier and

contemporary in date –, the presentation tries

to fill some gaps in our current knowledge of

the operation of the cult and some individual

careers connected with it. Returning to the

beginning of the cult, one of the earliest priests

of the Buchis bull is also attempted to be

identified.

The Sarcophagus of Peftjauauiaset (Milano E.

0.9.40147 und E 0.9.40148)

Mareike Wagner (Eberhard Karls Universität,

Tübingen)

The coffin ensemble of the Peftjauauiaset

comes from an unknown tomb in the Luxor area

and was given to the Braidense Library in Milan

as a gift by the Austrian consul Guiseppe Acerbi

in 1830. However, there is confusion about the

number of coffins originally belonging to the

burial. There is talk of four original coffins, of

which only the innermost and the next
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outermost, the second, are said to have

survived. Regardless of the contradictory

statements about the original number and

design of the set, the coffin ensemble today

consists of two wooden coffins. A box-shaped

qrsw-coffin made of sycamore wood (Milan E

0.9.40148) and an anthropoid inner coffin

made of tamarisk wood (Milan E 0.9.40147).

Both coffins are decorated with painting,

whereby the outer coffin box is only decorated

on the outer sides, whereas the inner coffin is

decorated on both the outer and inner sides.

The owner’s name and the names of his parents

are inscribed on the coffins, but they have no

titles and cannot be assigned to any of the

popular Theban families. Nevertheless, the

decoration points to an elite affiliation. The

closest parallels for the texts and images used

on the coffins are the coffins and sarcophagi of

Anch-Hor (TT 414), Ibi (TT 36), Nesptah (TT 34)

and the sarcophagus of the god’s wife and

daughter of Psametik II, Anchnesneferibre

(London BM EA 32). Peftjauauiaset thus used a

decoration for his ensemble that was previously

only known from Luxor and from the period of

the 25th-26th Dynasties and was also en vogue

among the highest social and political classes

of the time. This makes the question of its

social status and family origins all the more

interesting.
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In the lecture, the decoration will also be

presented and categorised on the basis of

parallels and, in particular, the inscriptions on

the inside of the tub of the anthropoid coffin

will be contrasted with the inscriptions on the

inside of the tub of the Anchnesneferibre

sarcophagus, as these are an abridged version

of the sarcophagus of the God’s Wife. This

inevitably raises the question of the essential

statements of a text, but also once again brings

the problem of the originals to the fore.

Anthropological Analysis of Intact Middle

Kingdom Burials in the South Asasif Necropolis

Afaf Wahba (Ministry of Tourism and

Antiquities)

Afaf Wahba Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities,

Egypt. afafwahba4@yahoo.com

This talk will present the skeletal anthropoidal

analysis for the middle kingdom intact tomb

SACP 40. The 2023/2024 excavation seasons

unearthed 11 in situ burials so far from different

age and sex categories from this tomb. The aim

is trying to reconstruct the Anthropological

Profile for each individual then for the whole

group. These findings offer insights into the

Middle Kingdom period at South Asasif in

general, as well as, shed light on non-elite

individuals in the Middle Kingdom in particular,

with ongoing analysis expected to reveal more
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insights into Middle Kingdom ancient

inhabitants in the area.

“Do You Not Know I am a Woman?” Preliminary

Remarks about that Little Something Special

which Written Sources Can Tell us About

Women

Annik Mery Wüthrich (Austrian Academy of

Sciences, Austrian Archaeological Institute,

Vienna and University of Vienna)

The research project “Women in ancient Egypt

as reflected in Written Sources of the late 

second and first half of the first millennia BCE”

is designed to gain a better understanding of

the place, status, and roles of women in ancient

Egypt from the late New Kingdom to the dawn

of the Late Period by objectively analysing

written sources and tackling a large number of

detailed questions. It will develop a new,

unbiased approach to these sources, and

assess them anew. To achieve this,

preconceived theories will be put aside, and,

instead, written sources   themselves will serve

as a starting point. Hypotheses and theories will

then be developed bottom-up from what written

sources really tell us. The sources will be

divided into two categories: (1) sources about

“real women” and (2) sources about the

“ideal(ised) woman”. Either category will unveil

very different views on female individuals and

female identities. The earlier concerns female
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individuals whose lives left concrete traces on

different written media, and the latter will deal

with the archetypical woman as she appears in

literary and other written sources. Starting from

a catalogue, the bits and pieces will be puzzled

together in order to get a detailed picture of

women, including their occupations and roles in

ancient Egypt’s society, and what freedoms 

they really enjoyed. Another goal is to evaluate

whether and how “real women” and the

“ideal(ised) woman” differ, and what this can

tell us about ancient Egyptian society.
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